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until he could see it purged of the " accursed vermin," who would
one day overthrow his government, under pretence of religion, if
they were allowed to get the upper hand. This was the more to
be feared since some of the chief men in the kingdom, and even
some princes of the blood, were on their side. But he hoped by
the grace of God and the good understanding that he had with his
new son, the King of Spain, that he would soon master them. The
King talked on thus to Orange in the full conviction that he was
cognisant of the secret agreement recently made with the Duke of
Alva for the extirpation of heresy. But the Prince, subtle and
adroit as he was, answered the good King in such a way as to
leave him still under the impression that he, the Prince, was in full
possession of the scheme propounded by Alva ; and under this belief
the King revealed all the details of the plan arranged between the
King of Spain and himself for the rooting out and rigorous punish-
ment of the heretics, from the lowest to the highest rank, and
in this service the Spanish troops were to be mainly employed.
All this the Prince heard without a word and without
moving a muscle.
This incident not only gave the eloquent Prince his
paradoxical name, hut it proved a great epoch in his
life,—it is hardly too much to say an epoch in the history
of his age. Writing more than twenty years afterwards
in his Apology, he says :—
I confess that I was deeply moved with pity for all the worthy
people who were thus devoted to slaughter, and for the country, to
which I owed so nmch, wherein they designed to introduce an
Inquisition worse and more cruel than that of Spain. I saw, as it
were, nets spread to entrap the lords of the land as well as the
people, so that those whom the Spaniards and their creatures
could not supplant in any other way, might by this device fall
into their hands. It was enough for a man to look askance at an
image to be condemned to the stake. Seeing all this (he continues
in Ms impetuous way) I confess that from that hour I resolved
with my whole soul to do my best to drive this Spanish vermin
from the land ; and of this resolve I have never repented, hut
believe that I, my comrades, and all who have stood with us, have
done a worthy deed, fit to be held in perpetual honour.

